Mr Tung Chee Hwa

Chief Executive, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region People's Republic of China

Office of the Chief Executive

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

People's Republic of China

5/F, Central Government Offices

Main Wing, Lower Albert Road, Hong Kong

Dear Mr. Chief Executive,

I am very concerned about reports of the arrest of 16 Falun Gong practitioners who were peacefully meditating outside the Special Envoy's offices. Multiple eye witness testimonies, as well as close-up video footage show scenes eerily reminiscent of Tiananmen Square in recent days: police strangling elderly women, thumbing pressure points, and pulling hair, as the nonviolent demonstrators grasp hands with each other in an attempt to stay together.

Yet, despite overwhelming video and eyewitness evidence to the contrary, Hong Kong police have now claimed that they were "bitten" and "kicked" by the Falun Gong practitioners, and have even filed a lawsuit in an apparent effort to lend legitimacy to their claims. Such schemes are common in Mainland China, where police routinely turn the tables on the victims of their brutality by making false claims against their victims. It is disturbing, however, to see such behavior in the police of the Special Autonomous Region of Hong Kong, which historically has respected freedom of expression, human rights, and the rule of law.

Such disingenuous claims and calculated accusations are now commonplace among Beijing officials with respect to their handling of religious freedom and human rights, but the world expects better from Hong Kong, and knows Hong Kong is capable of deserving such respect.

In nearly three years of ongoing persecution, Falun Gong practitioners have won support and respect throughout the world for their strict dedication to nonviolence and peaceful, passive resistance in the face of overwhelming violence and brutality. In the tens of thousands of arrests and detentions carried out in China, not once has a Falun Gong practitioner fought back or committed an act of violence. These sixteen peaceful demonstrators in Hong Kong seem to be no exception.

It is disturbing that Beijing would go to such lengths to carry out the illegal persecution of Falun Gong practitioners in the SAR of Hong Kong. We trust Hong Kong authorities will recognize that bending to such pressure from Beijing will destroy the goodwill and reputation of integrity Hong Kong enjoys within the world community, and will mark the beginning of the end for freedom of belief, conscience, and assembly in Hong Kong.

Sincerely,

Premier of the People's Republic of China

ZHU Rongji Zongli

Guowuyuan

9 Xihuangchenggenbeijie

Beijingshi 100032

People's Republic of China

Your Excellency,

I am gravely concerned about the safety of Falun Gong practitioners in your country, particularly in the Changchun region. There are many reports reaching the US about horrible atrocities being committed by your government against these people. Please do not allow Falun Gong practitioners to be beaten, tortured, killed, or otherwise abused. Instead, see to it that those who do such things and order such actions are instead punished to the full extent of the law, as they are the true criminals.

I urge you to guarantee the safety of all those detained in connection with the takeover of the Changchun TV station and during the ensuing police operation, and to clarify their names and whereabouts. 

I urge you to ensure that all those detained have immediate access to lawyers, their families and medical attention.

I call on you to release immediately and unconditionally all Falun Gong members detained solely for the peaceful exercise of their fundamental human rights.

Sincerely,

Governor of the Jilin Provincial People's Government

HONG Hu Shengzhang

Jilinsheng Renmin Zhengfu

11 Xinfa Lu

Changchunshi 130051

Jilinsheng

People's Republic of China

Dear Governor,

I am gravely concerned about the safety of Falun Gong practitioners in your country, particularly in the Changchun region. There are many reports reaching the US about horrible atrocties being committed against by your government against these people. Please do not allow Falun Gong practitioners to be beaten, tortured, or otherwise abused. Instead, see to it that those who do such things and order such actions are instead punished to the full extent of the law, as they are the true criminals.

I urge you to guarantee the safety of all those detained in connection with the takeover of the Changchun TV station and during the ensuing police operation, and to clarify their names and whereabouts.

I urge you to ensure that all those detained have immediate access to lawyers, their families and medical attention.

I call on you to release immediately and unconditionally all Falun Gong members detained solely for the peaceful exercise of their fundamental human rights.

Sincerely,

Director of the Jilin Provincial Department of Public Security

ZHAO YONGJI Tingzhang

Jilin Gong'anting

42 Xinfalu

Changchunshi 130051

Jilinsheng

People's Republic of China

Dear Director,

I am gravely concerned about the safety of Falun Gong practitioners in your country, particularly in the Changchun region. There are many reports reaching the US about horrible atrocities being committed by your government against these people. Please do not allow Falun Gong practitioners to be beaten, tortured, or otherwise abused. Instead, see to it that those who do such things and order such actions are instead punished to the full extent of the law, as they are the true criminals.

I urge you to guarantee the safety of all those detained in connection with the takeover of the Changchun TV station and during the ensuing police operation, and to clarify their names and whereabouts.

I urge you to ensure that all those detained have immediate access to lawyers, their families and medical attention.

I call on you to release immediately and unconditionally all Falun Gong members detained solely for the peaceful exercise of their fundamental human rights.

Sincerely,

