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Progressive Conservative Party


Promises from the PC Election Platform:   

”We will increase the support for our most vulnerable citizens by hiking our payments to disabled persons who are unable to work by 5% immediately, helping them meet the increased cost of living and improve their quality of life.” 

Track Record of the Conservative Government:

· Cut Ontario Works social assistance rates by 21.6% in 1995. 

· No increases to Ontario Works or Ontario Disability Support Program rates during their eight years in office. 

· Promised shelter subsidies to people with low incomes in 1995 but have not delivered on the commitment.

· Ended government subsidies for new co-op and non-profit housing and cancelled 17,000 units that had previously been approved for development. 

· Downloaded the cost and administration of existing housing programs to municipalities. 

· Replaced the Landlord and Tenant Act with the Tenant Protection Act, removing rent control on vacant apartments, fast-tracking the evictions process, and allowing landlords easier access to above-the-guideline rent increases.

· In response to the federal government's commitment of $245 million for affordable housing in Ontario, the provincial government has promised $20 million. In order to access these federal dollars, matching funds are required from the provincial government or third parties such as municipal governments. With a provincial commitment of only $20 million, municipalities are left to make up the difference in order to access the federal funds.
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Liberal Party

Promises from the Liberal Election Platform: 
”We will match federal support to create almost 20,000 new housing units for needy Ontario families. 
We will provide direct assistance to the families in greatest need of housing help through a housing allowance program. It will provide direct, immediate housing relief for 35,000 families. 
We will introduce real protection for tenants from excessive rent increases. 
We will repeal the Tenant Protection Act and replace it with an effective tenant protection law. Our law will protect tenants by making unfair rent increases illegal. 
We will encourage the construction of more rental units to reduce upward pressure on rents. 
We will establish a Provincial Rent Bank to help tenants with short-term arrears so that they can keep their homes. 
We will make Workfare work. We will help welfare recipients with skills training, childcare and affordable housing.  


__________________________________________________________________



The Liberal Party has committed to a cost of living increase for social assistance recipients. This equates to about a 3% increase in benefit levels. For a single person on social assistance, this increase amounts to just over $15 per month for a total of $535 from the current maximum of $520 per month.
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New Democratic Party

Promises from the NDP Election Platform:

Protect tenants by freezing rents for two years and bringing back real rent control (vacant and occupied units). 
Reduce homelessness by building 32,000 new, affordable housing units over the next four years, plus 11,200 additional supportive housing units for the homeless. 
Increase the shelter allowance portion of social assistance to 85% of average rents in the community. 
Link Ontario Disability Support Program assistance to the cost of living and overhaul the complicated and frustrating application process. 
Provide fair support to those on social assistance by ending the arbitrary lifetime ban and reviewing social assistance to cover the cost of living.

