Party Positions on the
Ontarians with Disabilities Act (ODA)

Ontario needs a strong new law to tear down barriers that keep people with disabilities from participating in every aspect of life.  A strong Ontarians with Disabilities Act would do that.


Where Do The Parties Stand?
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PCs: 

In 1995, the PCs promised to pass the Ontarians with Disabilities Act in their first term. They later pledged it would be a strong, effective law.  In 2001, after delaying 6 years, they passed a weak, unenforceable Ontarians with Disabilities Act that doesn't require removal of barriers.  Municipalities and other public sector organizations have to file accessibility plans, but they can leave in place any barriers they wish.  The plans have to be made public, but they don't have to be implemented. The PC election platform doesn't promise to strengthen this weak law. After 8 years in power, the PCs failed to make significant progress towards the barrier-free Ontario that they promised.  
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NDP: 


The NDP proposed amendments to strengthen the Conservatives' weak law. The Conservatives voted these down. The NDP pressed the Conservative Government for years to keep the PC's 1995 election promise.  Howard Hampton promises that an NDP Government would strengthen the Ontarians with Disabilities Act within 1 year.   
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Liberals:  


The Liberals proposed amendments to strengthen the Conservatives' weak law. The Conservatives voted these down.  The Liberals pressed the Conservative Government for years to keep the PC's 1995 election promise.  Dalton McGuinty promises that a Liberal Government would strengthen the Ontarians with Disabilities Act within 1 year.      
 
