Social Assistance
[image: image1.png]


publicpower means that we help the least fortunate among us with the supports they need to live with dignity and purpose.
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  Terry O’Connor and the NDP would implement the Kimberly Rogers Coroner’s Inquest recommendations to end the arbitrary lifetime ban and to review social assistance rates to cover the cost of living.
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Conservatives:  Among the most punishing of the Conservatives' actions has been the slashing of social assistance rates by 22 per cent, a freeze on disability plan payments, clawing back federal child tax credits from needy families, imposing "workfare" and lifetime social assistance bans.

Conservatives promised to "look into" raising disability supports, frozen since 1995, but did

nothing. They voted against moves to index ODSP payments.
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Liberals:  As usual, it is unclear where the McGuinty Liberals stand from day to day.

Dalton McGuinty has not committed to ending the lifetime ban.

The Liberals avoid providing any details of how they would provide a "direct housing allowance payment" to 35,000 people, who would be eligible or how it would work.

A commitment to ODSP indexing is conspicuously absent in the Liberal platform.

Dalton McGuinty and the Liberals support the Conservatives' despicable workfare program, promising to "make workfare work". Yet their social services critic has promised to "do away" with workfare. Flip-flop.


NDP:   The NDP will provide fair support to those on social assistance by ending the arbitrary lifetime ban and reviewing social assistance rates to cover the cost of living.

Howard Hampton and the NDP will increase the shelter allowance for people on social assistance to 85 per cent of the average rent in the community in which they live.

New Democrats will stop the clawback of the federal Child Tax Benefit Supplement from social assistance recipients.

We'll expand employment supports, such as child care and affordable housing, to help people

on social assistance move into the workforce.

Terry O’Connor and the NDP will press the Ottawa Liberals to allow those who leave the paid workforce to care for children, sick or elderly relatives to catch up on Canada Pension Plan contributions.

We will link Ontario Disability Support Program payments to the cost of living.
